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EXHI  ’  V.T  ;  r  . 

IiAURU  ISLAND  V.’Ah  CHILES 

I,  SX10334  Major  D.uglas  Jthn  IIcBAII.  cf  Army  Headquarters, 

Melbourne ,  rake  oath  and  sny:- 

1.  I  cn  an  officer  cf  tho  Australian  Military  Forces. 

2.  Annexed  hereto  and  narked  Exhibit  "E"  is  a  true 
copy  cf  a  report  by  Lt.  SAN TAM  ART A  USLICR  end  an 
affidavit  bv  hr.  TAUA  on  11th  end  7th  December,  1945, 
which  I  he vc  in  ny  custody  in  the  course  of  try  duties. 

3.  The  or  if  inn  1  report  end  r.ffidnvit  cannot  be  rede 
cvr.  liable  immediately  rs  it  is  required  fer  trials 
of  minor  v/a.r  criminals. 


Sworn  before  ne  a.t  Melbourne  this  ) 

27th  day  cf  Hey,  1946.  )  (Spd)  Deuglcs  KcEr 

Me  j 


(set!)  W.  BUN  SELL  Crpt. 

An  officer  of  the 
Australian  Military  Forces. 

SECRET. 

File  No.  1410. 


Original  report  and  Affidavit 
forwarded  to  8  HD  on  26  Apr, 19^6  - 
Vide  AHQ  36378  on  file  0N3. 


REP OK T  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF  ALLEGED 

-  Ah  sEBSE 

11  Deccnbcr,  19^-5  • 

Case  of  the  killing  of  Colonel  F.h.  Chrlners,  Doctor, 
B.H. Quinn,  Hr.  W.  Shu ,  Ilr.  Deyle,  and  Mr.  Hamer , 
Australians . 


1.  This  invostigatien  was  conducted  in  conformity  with 
Cincpac-Cincpoa  confidential  letter,  serial  07205,  dated  4 
September,  1945,  by  First  Lieutenant  Thomas  Santanoric,  USItCh, 
on  December,  2,  1945. 

2,  These  acts  seer,  to  be  in  direct  violation  of  Article 
46,  Annex  to  Ha  uc  Convention  No.  IV,  cf  October,  18,  1907,  r.s 
well  as  constituting  the  felony  of  murder. 

3#  (A)  The  testimony  of  the  witness  examined  in  the 

c'urso  of  tills  investigation  was  secured  through  the  use  of  an 
interpreter,  aft^r  the  witness  had  been  sworn  by  me.  The  witness 
was  given  an  opportunity  to  sign  his  testimony  in  my  presence 
after  such  testimony  had  been  transcribed  and  read  to  the  witness 
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in  his  own  language  by  the  interpreter.  The  sTxnotT‘i.  .. 
reporter  and  the  interpreter  were  also  sworn, 

(B)  The  transcribed  testimony  ef  the  witness  wr.  •  -  *.  !  s 

boli  w  listed  is  hereto  attached  a s  r.n  exhibit,  the  nur  b.  x  v7  which 
is  indicated  immediately  following  the  witness’  name. 

Mr,  Taun  Exhibit  Number  1  , 

4,  The  witness  hr.d  visual  observation  of  the  decapitation 

by  r.  swerd  of  five  Australians  on  the  island  ef  Nruru,  He  saw 

a  Japanese  officer  and  throe  Japanese  soldiers  core  up  to  the 
heusc  in  which  the  five  victims  were  residing,  and  he  saw  the 
officer  have  each  in  turn  step  forward  and  bring  his  sword  down 
upen  the  neck  ef  each,  Severing  it  frer  the  body  in  each  case. 

The  witness  was  unable  tv  fix  the  date  ef  this  incident  by 
ref  .rcncc  te  the  calendar ,  but  knew  that  it  occurred  at  about 
5 .00  an  ef  the  nerning  following  the  first  allied  air  strike  at 
NAUIvU  after  it  had  been  occupied  by  the  Japanese, 

5*  The  vlctirs  in  this  case,  Cclonol  P,  h.  Chalmers, 

Doctor  E,  H,  Quinn,  Hr*  ’.7.  Shurg,  Hr,  Doyle,  end  Hr.  Hamer,  ere 

rll  dead,  and  their  burial  pla.ee  is  unknown, 

6,  The  only  information  the  witness  could  suptly  as  to  the 
Japanese  involved  in  this  ease  was  thrt  there  was  end  Army 
officer  and  three  soldiers.  He  recalled  the  name  ef  the  Japanese 
Army  corrandcr  on  Nauru  at  the  tine  as  Takeuchi. 

7.  It  appears  from  the  investigation  that  the  case 
involves  the  deliberate  rurder  of  five  allied  nationals,  possibly 
in  unlrwful  reprisal  for  the  first  allied  air  raid  against  the 
island  if  Nauru,  From  the  fact  that  there  was  apparently  a 
regularly  constituted  military  detail  assigned  te  execute  the 
five  victims,  it.  is  possible  thqt  the  responsible  Japanese  Army 
coni  and  on  Nauru  ordered  the  action.  It  is  recommended  tlut  the 
Japanese  Army  corrandcr,  Takeuchi,  be  questioned  in  an  effort 

to  fix  further  responsibility  end  to  elicit  the  names  of  the  four 
Japanese  actually  participating  in  the  incident, 

(Sgd)  T.  SANTAi.  ALIA 
1st,  Lt,  USL'id. , , 

Legal  Officer, 

Investigator. 


_  JP 
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File  He. 

1410.  For  the  WAFt  CKIiES  OF* ICE 

Judge  Ac’ veer tc  Gcnorrl's  Office  - 
Nc.vy  Dcprrtncnt. 

Unltcc’  Strtes  cf  America. 


In  the  nr.tt.r  cf  the  kill  in-;  of 
Colonel  P  ,1.  .Chclncr  s , 
Adninistrrtcr  cf  the  I  si  me' 
cf  Nruru,  Doctor  F.H.  Quinn, 
Gevernnent  Kcdicrl  Of  fie  r,  It. 
VV.  Shugg,  Disponscrcr , 
Government  Hcspitrl,  v.  D.ylc 
end  Hr.  Hp.rr.ior,  Austrrlir.ns . 


Porpctur.ticn  of  Tcstir.ony  cf 
Hr.  True,  civilir.n  on  Tel 
Islrnd,  Truk  rnd  Ccntrrl 
Cr.rc  linos. 


If.Lcii.  Hi: 


Foubr  Villege,  Tol  Islrnd,  Truk. 


Dr^c: 


December  2,  1945, 


Thonr.s  Srntcmcric,  first  licutcnr.nt,  032989, 
U.S.Il.C.h.,  Pr.se  Kcrdqurrtcrs  Conpeny. 
(Provisionrl)  Islrnd  Cenmend,  Truk. 

Oliver  E.  Fensen,  licutenrnt  (jf)  292201, 
U.S.Ii.F.,  Eilitcry  Govcrru.xnt, Islrnd 
Corn  .me1,  Truk, 

George  C.  Lishkr,  Ccrporel,  879071,  U.S.H. 
C.K.,  Peso  Her c’qur.r tors,  Cempeny, 
(Provisionrl)  Islrnd  Con  end,  Truk, 


Interpreter:  It.  Phillip  W,  Krrris,  Foubr  Villege,  Tol 

I  si  end,  Truk. 

Cues  tins  by:  Thorps  Srnteneric,  first  Licutcnr.nt,  032989, 

U.S.H.C.L, 

0.  Strtc  ycur  none ,  permrnent  hcho  repress  end  cccuprtion. 

A.  Hr.  True,  Onctcr  Islrnd,  Gilbert.  June  1941  employed 

rnd  transferred  by  Pritish  to  Islr.nc’  ef  Nruru  tc.  work  on  mining 
phosphrte.  In  July,  1943,  transported  with  Heurur.ns  by  Jr.prncsc 
tc  the  Islrnd  cf  Tol,  Truk.  Worked  for  Jrprnoso  in  the 
construction  of  on  nir  field. 


Q.  Whrt  is  your  wc.r  tire  stntus? 

A,  I  on  r  displr.ccd  civilirn. 
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Q*  In  what  localities  were  you  cn  duty? 

J  wns  working  cn  the  construction  cf  cn  air  fide3  rt 
_ _  Par an. 

^  ?p  rn  mr/ff0  riVf^  lU"r  5iT,S  th£  cir our. stances  in  the  killing 
Cn?’S?i1  '  };’  Chalr.crr.,  Doctor  P,  K,  Quinn,  Mr,  V/.  Shugg, 

“*•  Doyle  and  Ur„  nr r nor  cn  the  lolrr.d  f  Nauru? 

A .  Ye  s  o 

incident  Stptc  whft  yt  U  !'now  cf  your  cv/n  knowledge  about  the 

t'  4„  +v  0rJ  the  CVCI>in‘"  cf  thc  f^st  allied  tenting  of  Nauru  I 

Y11}^0  With  two  Nrururn  boys,  Thc  planes 
IsS  SkJ  nLlnn  lcJ?  in  t  lL  overunj.  I  ran  to  the  hospital  at 
t.ic  Chinese  location  tc  locate  r.y  two  friends  who  were  trrnsfcrrcd 

ri'tTrnrnfrCM  ohc.  Gllt?rt  IrfArnds  and  were  burnt  in  the  unloading 
5  !C^5Cl1!^  tc Tficc  'h^;thcr  they  had  been  renoved  to  a 
piece  cf  srfccy ,  Then  I  arrived  chore  was  only  cnc  cf  ny  fricnc’s 
tchinc.  I  asked  hir.  if  I  could  help  escort  hir  to  a  safe  ll-co 
r)u  thereafter  rcr. aired  with  h.th  for  tho  rest  of  the  ri'ht.  /ftcr 
the  planes  left  wo  returned  to  thc  hospital.  At  dayteo^k  a  rotor 
alonrsl(;!^  tho  hospital  and  i  saw  four  Japanese 
^oieicrsj  one  carrying  a  sword  and  three  with  rifles,  enter  a 
house  close  to  the  hospital c  I  was  standing  in  the  doorway 
On  the  house  where  the  Japanese  had  stepped, 

t-h  >r  J+P' nCfc~  b  r  opened  tar  deer  «.  f  the  house  and  called  fer 
thcr  to  ccr.c  to  thc  cccr  and  line  up  before  hir.  inside  the  h  u^-c 
Tnroe  Japanese  with  rifles  steed  eutsido  the  de  or  way  ef  the  lu  use 
anc  thc  cne  with  thc  sword  was  standing  in  frort  of' then.  The 
Jrprnoso  wltn  the  sv/erd  called  fer  < nc  of  then  tc  step  close  tc 
uir.ic  Colonel  1  .  R ,  Chalmers  stepped  forward  and  I  saw  hAv  stocn 
over  r.ne  the  Japanese  raised  his  sword  with  one  hand  and  brought 

m  *5°  ,ColoSGl '  3yScfx  *  Hls  liCG<3  vvas  severed  fron  the' 

It  lclf  his  .K,cy.  Then  Doctor  Quinn,  Hr.  Dtylc.  Ilr.  Hamer  and 
hr.  Shugf  stopped  forward  cnc  at  a  tir.c-  and  the  Japanese  with  thc 
sword  went  through  the  sar:c  notions  until  all  thc  non  mentioned 
had  all  been  decapitated.  Af fc.  r  the  execution  I  saw  each  iody 
being  carried  to  the  meter  truck  and  pice ob  in  a  large  box'  7 
tiK.roin.  The  Japanese  with  tho  sword  ca?  e  up  zc  where  I  vts 
cno  eskeO ,  Where  ere  the  vt.i  t,  ren",  while  r*.  ra  s' vvipina  ilcce 
of?  hls  svverf ,  I  ensworrC  thft  I  Ci}  n,t  know.  He  then 
inf ei  i  co  no  -hr t  they  were  ail  carried  awr.y  by  Arorican  planes 
curing  thc  night.  Then  thc  Japanese  entered  the  motor  truck 
and  breve  cff. 

§!  ,  .  frr  frLn  thc  hospital  was  thc  house  where  these- 

five  Australians  were  stryihg? 

A.  Approximately  fifty  feet. 


Q. 

I  A* 


Wes  there  anything  between  you  end  thc  house? 
No. 
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How  rrny  stcrics  ere  there  tc  the  hospital? 
One , 


3  cro  r  ^  cc  K'. tween  the  hospital  end  house? 


k,  cf  Japanese  ’flso  1  Ifl“”  ln  «“» 

A.  Yes , 

Q*  How  rtnny? 

J'*  Ono«  The-  one  weeping  the  swerd * 

£  Ye"/™  rcc‘*n,*°  0  JrP«-eeo  i-ffioor  when  you  see  one? 

rnfi  orny  officer?  *  11  ShC  fi*!tran<ic  br.tv.-oon  r.  Japanese  navy 

A ,  No, 

9'  Co.n  you  rc  ccfnire  Japanese  Ar:  y  cffic.  rs? 

ICS, 

^  Ycu  tell  the  difference  botv.\  cn  r  Jenrnso  7ri  v 

ncn-conuissicncd  officer  end  r  conr.issicncd  officer?  ’  J 

**  •  •  Ye  s « 

or  enli sted °rcr?a0  thrGC  Japrncsc  soldf  rs  with  rifles  officers 
A.  Enlisted  r'cn, 

2;  Yos,yn?nyVtL«“  eny  ‘f  th<s0  rtn  lffcr0  «*t  ***» 

Q •  Where  did  you  see  then? 

pieces  in  Ma2u'hrc  S°atrleS  Cane  s0r,tl“61  rt  Ciffcront 

Q.  Du  you  know  any  of  their  mines? 

A,  No. 

Q.  Crn  you  rccecniso  then  if  you  see  then  again? 

Q.  Do  you  knew  a.ny  of  the  a  fie.  rr  who  were  in  chrrpc  of 

Japanese  truer s  on  Nauru  at  thrttinc?  1  L1 

A.  Yes, 

Q.  Who  did  you  Imew? 

A,  The  officer  in  charge  cf  all  treeps. 
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What  wa  s  hi  s  none? 

Takcuchi , 

Could  you  recognise  him  if  ycu  saw  hin  again. 

Kcw  nrny  tines  did  you  see  this  ran? 

Once 

Where  die!  ytu  sec  hln? 

At  the  colic  i.cr>  . 

Who  was  being  burled? 

A  friend  cf  nine. 

Hew  did  this  nan  die? 

JapaSescr ships, bUrned  WhllC  unlofc'in£  gasoline  fren 

V.cs  this  before  or  after  the  air  riad? 

Before, 

Hew  nrny  clays  before? 

Loss  than  a  nenthr 

Hew  did  the  ship  catch  fire? 

I  do  net  knew. 

What  were  you  dcing  ft  the  hospital? 

I  went  there  tc  help  r.y  friends  who  were  patients  to 
seek  cover  fron  benbing.  ~ 

How  long  did  the  bombing  last? 

About  an  hour , 

Was  the  hospital  bombed? 

No. 

takc1placc?ter  th°  tcrfclng  c"1<2  Ycu  soc  this  incident 
Abo ut  five  o'clock  the  morning  following  the  air  raid. 

Did  you  ronain  awake  all  nl/ht? 

Yes , 

Why? 

I  was  too  frightened  tc  sleep. 

nlinr“c*rc?h°  Au3trrllans  enter  the  house  the 

No. 


Did  you  know  these  non? 
Yes. 


PURL:  http://www.legal-t00ls.0rg/d0c/b  194d8/ 


5248. 


•v. 


Evic'entirry  Dccuumt  No. 


Q*  Die1  y^-u  Soc  my  light  in  the  house  before  cr  rftcr  the 

rir  raid? 

A .  No, 


Q.  When  did  yen  see  these  r.cr  the  first  tine  rftcr  the. 

rir  raid? 

^ •  In  *h  nerninr  when  the  Japanese  on  e  rftcr  then. 

9*  Chv.it’  tic  Japanese  pee  ye  u  while  tlu.y  were  et  the  heuso' 

i. .  I  don't  knew, 

Q.  Were  yen  hiid.'ng  ? 

,  No,  I  was  sii/.ins  on  r  bod  close  to  the  deerwev  in 
the  hospital. 

Q •  Do  yea  Itncw  whether  they  envy  yen? 

A.  No, 


Q»  Wes  it  possible  for  the  Jrprnesc  to  see  ytu? 

A,  Yes. 

Q*  How  long  after  the  incident  did  the  Jc cone sc  officer 

cere  to  ytu. 

A.  Irr.icdir.tcly  thereafter • 

Q«  Did  ytu  neticc  ruch  bleed  tn  the  sword? 

A .  Yes. 

Q •  What  wr.s  he  wiping  his  sword  with? 

A.  A  piece  of  cloth. 


Q»  Did  p.n.yenc  else  see  whet  ytu  sew? 

A.  No, 

Q  •  Wr.s  cnyi.no  else  close  to  the  drir  with  yi  u? 

A.  No. 


Q.  Cr.n  ycu  speak  the  Jrpc.ncst  language? 

A.  Nc. 

Q.  Cm  y<_u  understand  it? 

A.  Yes,  r.  little. 


Til.  Island, 

Trulc  and  Central  Carolines, 


(sgd)  T..UA 
Hr.  Tcur, 

Tel  Island,  Truk. 


I,  Jir ,  True,  ef  lawful  ago,  being;  duly  sworn  er.  oath, 
state  that  I  have,  read  the  foregoing  transcription  of  r.y 
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/  interrogation  end  ell  anssors  contained  therein  are  true  tc  the 
'Vest  tf  ny  knowledge  and  he lief, 

(sod)  • TAUA 
Mr ,  Tcua • 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  December,  1945* 

(Sgd)  T.  SANTAMARIA 
1st.  Lt.,  USHCR. 


Tel  Island. 

Truk  and  Central  Carolines, 

I,  Mr.  Phillip  V/.  Harris,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly 
sw^rn  upon  oath  state  that  I  truly  translated  the  questions 
asked  and  answers  given  and  thrt  after  being  transcribed,  I 
truly  translated  the  ft  regoing  deposition  containing  5  pages,  to 
the  witness;  that  the  witness  thereupon  in  r.y  presence  affixed 
his  signature  thereto. 


( Sgd )  PHILnIP  W.  HARRIS 
Mr.  Fhillip  W.  Harris. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  tc  before  no  this  7th  day  of  Decor ber,  1945* 

(see1)  T.  SRhlAHARIA 
T.  Srntarne.rie 
1st.  Lt.  USMCR 
Legal  Officer. 

I,  T.  Sentaneria,  first  lieutenant,  032989,  U.S.M.C.R.,  certify 
that  on  7th  December,  1945,  personally  appeared  before  no  Mr. 
Taua,  and  gave  the  foregoing  Answers  tc  the  several  questions 
set  forth;  that  after  his  testimony  had  boon  transcribed,  the 
said  Mr.  Taua  read  the  sane  and  affixed  his  signature  thereto 
in  :y  presence. 

T »  Santa) -aria 
T.  SANTAMARIA 


1st.  Lt.  USUCL., 

Island  Command,  Truk. 

Fingerprint  of  Mr.  Phillip 
VV.  Harris,  Inter pr ter. 

This  is  the  document  marked  Exhibit  "BM  referred  to  in  the  Affi¬ 
davit  of  SX10334,  Pei.  D.  J.  MePain,  A.H.Q.,  sworn  before  re  this 
27th  day  of  May,  1946,  as  being  produced  end  shown  to  him  at 
this  tine  of  his  swearing  his  said  Affidavit. 

\\  (Srg(  Vi.  PUH SELL  Cent.  . 

V. 

•  1 

1 . 
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I  intcrrcgrti.cn  ancl  all  ansscrs  contained  therein  arc.  true  tc  the 
'  best  cf  ny  knowledge-  and  belief, 

(sgd)  TAUA 
Mr ,  Taua • 

Subscribed  end  sworn  to  before  nc  this  7th  day  of  December,  1945 • 

( sgd)  T.  SANTAMARIA 
1st.  Lt.,  USMCR. 

Tel  Island, 

Truk  and  Central  Carolines, 

I,  Mr.  Phillip  V:.  Harris,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly 
sworn  upon  oath  state  that  I  truly  translated  the  questions 
asked  and  answers  given  and  that  after  being  transcribed,  I 
truly  translated  the  fc regoing  deposition  containing  5  pages,  to 
the  witness;  that  the  witness  thereupon  in  ny  presence  affixed 
his  signature  thereto. 

( Sgd )  PHILoIP  W.  HARRIS 
Mr.  F hill ip  W.  Harris. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  tc  before  me  this  7th  day  of  December,  19^5  • 

(sgd)  T.  SAbTAHAKIA 
T.  Smtarnarie 
1st.  Lt.  USMCR 
Legal  Officer . 

I,  T.  Srntomaria,  first  lieutenant,  032989,  U.S.M.C.R.,  certify 
that  on  7th  December,  19 personally  appeared  before  no  Hr. 
Trua,  and  gave  the  foregoing  Answers  tc  the  several  questions 
set  forth;  that  after  his  testimony  had  been  transcribed,  the 
said  Mr.  Trua  read  the  same  and  affixed  his  signature  thereto 
in  my  presence. 

Place  :  Toubr  Village. ..Tel  3L&,  SQnterajrla 

Truk  d.  Central  Carolines.  T.  SANTjJIARIA 


Date:  7  Dccci  b^r,  19U5_. 


Fingerprint  of  hr.  True,  witness. 


1st.  Lt.  USMCR., 

Island  Command,  Truk. 

Fingerprint  of  Hr .  Phillip 
W.  Harris,  Interprtcr. 


This  is  the  document  marked  Exhibit  "BM  referred  to  in  the  AJfi- 
davit  cf  SX10334,  Ka.i.  D.  J.  HePein,  A.H.Q.,  sworn  before  re  this 
27th  day  of  May,  1946,  as  being  produced  and  shewn  to  him  at 
this  tine  cf  his  swearing  his  said  Affidavit. 
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